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MAGNETIC RESONANCE IMAGING MACHINES 
Urgency Motion 

THE PRESIDENT (Hon J.A. Cowdell):  I have received the following letter - 

Dear President 

I give notice that today I shall move under standing order 72 that the House at its rising adjourn until 
4pm on the 24th December 2002 in order to discuss the following matters. 
1. Why MRI (magnetic resonance imaging) machines are not being provided to our major public 

hospitals. 
2. Why further licences are not being made available for more MRI machines. 
3. What process is underway to ensure that the MRI machines are provided to hospitals that most 

need the MRI technology. 
4. Any associated matters arising from this issue. 

Jim Scott 

The member will require the support of four members in order to move the motion. 

[At least four members rose in their places.] 

HON J.A. SCOTT (South Metropolitan) [3.37 pm]:  I move - 

That the House at its rising adjourn until 4.00 pm on 24 December. 

This is a very important issue for Western Australia.  Members will be aware of the debate in the media about 
this issue, where the Minister for Health, Bob Kucera, is at odds with his federal counterparts, namely, the 
Western Australian members of the Senate, government members and also the federal minister.  The federal 
minister is saying that this is an issue for Western Australia to resolve, and the Western Australian Government 
is calling on the federal Government to provide licensing for a machine for the Princess Margaret Hospital for 
Children. 

I will roughly explain what magnetic resonance imaging is for those members who may not know about it.  MRI 
machines provide a magnetic field that turns the hydrogen protons in the direction of the magnetic field.  When 
the magnetic field is switched off, the radio frequency given off by the hydrogen protons when they move back 
to their positions is picked up by a radio receiver, and that image is interpreted by a computer.  MRI machines 
provide incredibly clear images of bones and hard parts of the body, as do X-rays and CAT scans, but it does that 
without putting any dyes into the body.  MRI machines are also able to pick up soft tissue from any angle.  They 
can give clear pictures of a number of different planes of the body and can home in on an area by an adjustment.  
MRI machines are a non-invasive technology and they do not emit X-rays that can cause damage, which is 
particularly important for hospitals that deal with children, including the Princess Margaret Hospital for 
Children.  Health problems can be caused if radiation from X-rays is given in excessive quantities.   

Most importantly, MRI machines save hospitals a great deal in diagnostic costs.  Currently, many patients 
undergo invasive diagnostic surgery.  An MRI machine can immediately show whether a patient has damaged 
cartilage or whatever in an injured knee, for example, and because the patient does not have to undergo invasive 
surgery, he is able to leave the hospital straight away and get on with his business.  The use of MRIs in that way 
does not tie up operating theatres and lots of staff.  It is a cost-saving tool to hospitals.   

MRI machines also bring a great deal of money to private hospitals in Western Australia.  It is interesting to note 
that private operators own nine of the 11 MRI machines in Western Australia.  An MRI machine licence has 
been granted to a private hospital in South Perth.  At the time that I was first briefed on this issue, only one MRI 
machine was operating in Murdoch, but I understand that a private hospital in South Perth that wanted an MRI 
machine and was seeking a licence has succeeded in getting that licence.  Royal Perth Hospital and Sir Charles 
Gairdner Hospital are the only two public hospitals that have MRI machines.  I do not know whether it is a 
deliberate policy of the federal Government to licence only private hospitals to operate MRI machines.  
However, its policy has had an impact on the major teaching hospitals.  The MRI machine is a great tool not only 
for diagnosis, but also for teaching people who are learning about all the different areas of medicine that can use 
the scans.   

The basis of the placement of the MRIs has changed.  Originally the Commonwealth Government did not expect 
the extent of the uptake of these machines and got very worried at the prospect of having to pay a large amount 
of money through Medicare if every hospital had an MRI scanner.  The Government changed the system so that 
it gave licences for the machines only when it had given a clearance.  The federal Government carried out what 
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is called the Blandford study to identify the areas in Australia in most need of an MRI machine.  South-western 
Australia was selected in that study.  The basis of the Blandford report was picked up in a letter I have from Hon 
Ian McCall, the Executive Chairman of the Metropolitan Health Service Board, to the federal minister, Dr 
Wooldridge.  In that letter Mr McCall stated -  

. . . the Commonwealth is making decisions on the future of MRI locations based on the report from the 
Australian Health Technology Advisory Committee in October 1997 which suggests, amongst other 
things, to locate MRI’s: 

i in areas that have a sufficient population base to support an MRI.  

i in settings which are hospital based with sub-specialty units including neurology, 
neurosurgery, orthopaedics, oncology and paediatrics; and  

i Into settings where they can be used in conjunction with other imaging modalities (eg, CT 
scans, ultrasounds, and nuclear medicine).   

Fremantle Hospital fulfils these criteria and is particularly active in a number of relevant specialties 
including orthopaedics, oncology, neurology, cardiothoracic surgery, vascular surgery, emergency and 
trauma services and paediatrics . . .  

The letter also outlines other ways in which Fremantle Hospital deserved to have that licence for the south west 
of Western Australia.  It has been pointed out to me that that area has a catchment of some 400 000 people, 
which is a very large catchment.  The nearest machine in that area is at Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital or 
Murdoch, depending in which part of Fremantle one lives.   

Hon Barry House:  Is there a private one in Bunbury?  

Hon J.A. SCOTT:  There is, but that is probably too far south of the river.  

The Executive Chairman of the Metropolitan Health Service Board said - 

The Metropolitan Health Service Board is fully supportive of the Commonwealth’s initiatives to 
improve access to MRI services which is to be achieved through a new and expanded three year funding 
and delivery program.  It is noted that Commonwealth funding for MRI services will be expanded 
significantly over the next couple of years in line with the recommendations of the AHTAC, and this 
includes a move to the provision of Medicare benefits managed with a series of measures to improve 
high quality and appropriate usage.   

This move to the system is extremely important.  In a letter to Dr Kearney at Fremantle Hospital and the 
Fremantle Health Service, Kathy Trembath, a commonwealth spokesperson who is the director of the diagnostic 
imaging section, said that the government funding for MRI services would be increased significantly from 
$19.8 million to $49.3 million in 1998-99, from $20.3 million to $56.7 million in 1999-00, and from 
$20.6 million to $59.5 million in 2000-01.  This expansion in services is in line with the Australian Health 
Technology Advisory Committee’s review of magnetic resonance imaging.  She also said that the 
Commonwealth Government previously provided funding on a cost-shared basis with the States and that the 
Commonwealth provided about 80 per cent of the recurrent costs.  Under the new arrangements, which started in 
September 1998, the funding moved to the provision of Medicare benefits with a series of measures to ensure 
quality and appropriate, cost-effective use in practice.  This is a very important issue, because members will be 
aware that the people who are most likely to require access to the MRI machines under the Medicare system are 
public hospital patients; private hospital patients will be covered by their private insurance.  

Western Australia has only two MRI machines in its major teaching hospitals and none in its major children’s 
hospital.  The current Minister for Health, Hon Bob Kucera, should address the fact that the previous Premier 
promised Fremantle Hospital funding for a magnetic resonance imaging machine regardless of whether it could 
get a licence.  The Medical Executive Director at Fremantle Hospital put out a document which stated that the 
previous Liberal Government publicly announced at a launch at King Edward Memorial Hospital on 19 
November 2000 the allocation of $1.9 million for an MRI at Fremantle Hospital and Health Service.  This 
$1.9 million of funding was a component of the AlintaGas sale money.  It was recognised by the Health 
Department of Western Australia that additional funding would be required to purchase and install an MRI at 
Fremantle Hospital.  In support of this senior members of the Health Department of Western Australia strategic 
planning and evaluation section met with Dr Shane Kelly and Dr Mark Platell on 20 November 2000 and 
indicated that an allowance had been made for the additional funding required to purchase and install the MRI at 
Fremantle Hospital and requested that the details be provided by Fremantle Hospital to support this.  These 
details were provided on 5 January 2001 along with other information requested. 
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Fremantle Hospital ended up calling for tenders for the machine; in fact, it employed people specifically for the 
installation of the machine and it provided expenditure.  However, the previous Government did not budget to 
fulfil that promise.  The current State Government has said that it does not have sufficient money to fund the 
MRI machine for Fremantle Hospital and the Commonwealth Government is saying that the hospital will not be 
considered for a licence.  I find the second aspect rather extraordinary.  Clearly Fremantle Hospital and Princess 
Margaret Hospital for Children are ideal locations for these machines.  I cannot believe that any cost savings will 
result from the Commonwealth Government’s not providing the licences for these machines and enabling people 
to access the Medicare system.  We must question the motives of the Commonwealth Government and whether 
it is seeking to use its ideology of privatisation to starve the public hospitals of MRI machines, which are money-
spinners, at the expense of our major public hospitals and the people of this State. 

HON LJILJANNA RAVLICH (East Metropolitan - Parliamentary Secretary) [3.54 pm]:  The Government 
concurs with the comments made by Hon Jim Scott on the benefits of MRI machines.  They are a great 
diagnostic and teaching tool.  The Government is appalled by the situation in which it currently finds itself.  It is 
quite clear that the previous Government together with its federal colleagues put profit before people.  If one 
looks at how many MRI machines there are, where they are located and which patients they service, it is quite 
apparent that there has been an absolute lack of planning in the location of the machines.  The historical 
arrangements for those who these machines are supposed to service have been ad hoc.  The Gallop Government 
is being left to clean up the mess resulting from the inadequate policies of the previous Government.   

Hon Barbara Scott:  How are you going to clean it up? 

Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH:  I will tell the member.   

Several members interjected. 

The PRESIDENT:  Order!   

Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH:  The only reason the federal Government will not fund the Medicare licence is 
because its Treasurer has lost $3 billion on foreign currency arrangements.   

Hon Sue Ellery:  It is $4 billion.   

Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH:  That $4 billion might have been available to fund the Medicare licence.  There 
are 10 MRI machines.  I do not know of an eleventh.  Two are at St John of God Hospital, one of which is not 
licensed.  Two are at Perth Clinic at Subiaco, one of which is not licensed.  One is at Joondalup.   
Hon Barbara Scott:  We know where they are. 
Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH:  A lot of people do not know where they are.  One is at St John of God Hospital at 
Murdoch, which is licensed.  One is at the Mount Hospital, which is licensed, and one is in Bunbury, which is 
not licensed.  I put this on the record because there are eight in the private sector, four of which are licensed and 
four of which are not licensed.  Clearly, the previous Government had a policy of placing more MRI machines in 
the private sector than in the public sector.  There are only two in the public hospitals - at Royal Perth Hospital 
and at Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital - and they are licensed.   
Hon Derrick Tomlinson:  How many in the private sector are licensed? 
Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH:  There are - 
Hon Barbara Scott:  What are you going to do about it? 

Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH:  I ask the member why her lot knew that there was no MRI machine at Princess 
Margaret Hospital or in the South West Region.  Why for all those years did she sit on her hands and do nothing 
about it?  Why has it taken the member eight years?   
Hon Derrick Tomlinson:  You are in government now.  Remember that.  You solve it.  It is your responsibility. 
Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH:  The Opposition when in government and its federal colleagues sat on their hands.   
Several members interjected. 

The PRESIDENT:  Order!  Perhaps the member with the call will address the Chair and other members will not 
address anything. 
Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH:  Historically, the location of these machines was poorly planned.  The target 
groups have had no priority.  The previous Government’s policy gave preference to private providers.  The idea 
was to get people out of the public health system and into the private health system by putting key resources into 
the private system.  This Government is now left with mopping up the legacies of those policies.  As a result of 
the past policies of the previous Government and the federal Government, the children in this State have been the 
losers.   
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Hon Bruce Donaldson:  Who wrote that stuff for you?  They have not got it right. 

Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH:  I wrote it myself. 
As a result of the previous Government’s policies, children continue to have to compete unreasonably for access 
to MRI scans at overloaded public hospital MRI units.  The Commonwealth is effectively denying children in 
Western Australia fair and needed access to this - as proclaimed by the previous federal Minister for Health - 
wonderful technology.  The technology can be as wonderful as it likes, but if at the end of the day only two of 
the machines are in the public health system and the rest are in the private health system, it begs the question of 
whether the previous Government did the right thing by the community, and clearly that is not the case.  It is 
worth noting that the provision of magnetic resonance imaging services to children is not as commercially 
attractive to the private sector as services to adults because of the time taken to scan children and the higher 
overheads associated with the need for young children to be sedated and anaesthetised.  
Of the 10 MRI machines located throughout Western Australia, eight are north of the river in Perth, and one is 
south of the river.  Who in their right mind is responsible for that sort of planning?  It would seem to me that a 
view is held by members opposite that people do not live south of the river or in regional Western Australia.  
Here we have an Opposition that has crowed time and time again about how much it has done for the people of 
regional Western Australia, yet the only MRI machine in existence in the regional area is in Bunbury and is 
unlicensed.  The question of licensing is critical.  This Government has given a commitment that it will fund the 
cost of an MRI machine and the capital equipment. 
Hon Derrick Tomlinson:  It has already been funded.  
Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH:  It has not already been funded because the previous Government did not deliver 
on the commitment it gave to Hon Mark Nevill to provide for an MRI machine at Fremantle Hospital.  The 
money was not put into the budget and that is why we have ended up with the Barnett black hole for which the 
previous Government was solely responsible. 
Hon Derrick Tomlinson interjected. 
The PRESIDENT:  Order, members! 

Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH:  The licence is important because Medicare pays a refund of $425 to patients 
whose scans are done on eligible machines.  That leaves the patient to pay between $75 and $150.  This is not 
the case when a patient uses a non-eligible machine.  It is a recurrent cost that needs to be factored into the total 
cost of service delivery.  

This Government knows that people come before profit.  We want to change an unfair situation.  We want our 
children to be given a fair go.  The children who go to Princess Margaret Hospital for Children should not have 
to be transferred from that hospital to seek the services of an MRI machine.  The Government wants a machine 
at that hospital and has given a clear commitment that it will provide the $2 million to $3 million required for the 
purchase of that machine.  We want the Commonwealth Government to come to the party.  The federal health 
minister has a very short memory.  Did she not see the Blandford report?  When the MRI licences were being 
allocated for the whole of Australia, the Blandford report showed that Western Australia’s south west was a 
priority.  I know it is not Princess Margaret Hospital, but the allocation of a machine to the south west would 
have taken the pressure off other MRI machines.  It is clear that the minister has not read that report and now is 
negating any obligation that she has to this State, as are the people who sit on the opposition benches, and as are 
their federal colleagues, who have been weak and pathetic on this issue.  They have been so weak and pathetic 
that they are too scared to approach the federal minister and represent the people whom they were elected to 
represent.  Members opposite are taking their monthly pay cheques, yet they are not representing the people who 
elected them.  How much lower can they go? 

HON SIMON O’BRIEN (South Metropolitan) [4.05 pm]:  One of the marvellous things about being a member 
in this place is that no matter how far we have come in life’s journey, every week we learn something else.  Last 
week I learnt how painfully little the parliamentary secretary knows about disability services.  This week, we 
have all discovered how she knows absolutely nothing about the policy relating to magnetic resonance imaging 
equipment.  I look forward to her representing the Minister for Health as we move onto other articles of policy 
such as drugs and the like.  She can then demonstrate the ignorance for which she is becoming renowned; and, in 
so doing, she is adequately representing the Minister for Health, who does not know a damn thing about 
magnetic resonance imaging equipment policy in this State either.  This matter is being comprehensively 
addressed in the public sphere by the shadow minister for health, Hon Mike Board, who is demonstrating to the 
medical fraternity in Western Australia that he understands how the medical system works to a better extent than 
does the minister who should be responsible for it. 

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  It took eight years as usual. 
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Hon SIMON O’BRIEN:  I will come to that point if the member opposite wants, and I will indulge myself by 
responding to some of the interjecting prattle if I have enough time.  However, in the brief time available now 
there is a serious issue to be presented.  I have to present most of it because the previous speaker presented 
nothing.  In the company of Hon Mike Board, the shadow minister for health, and with my South Metropolitan 
Region colleague, Hon Barbara Scott, I visited Fremantle Hospital recently to discuss this matter with the 
relevant people.  I and members of the relevant department at Fremantle Hospital have had a dialogue on this 
matter since 1998.  The former Liberal Government was not deaf to this issue and that is why hard cash was put 
aside from the proceeds of the sale of AlintaGas to fund an MRI unit at Fremantle Hospital.  Hon Ljiljanna 
Ravlich can foam at the mouth and make protestations about people sitting on their hands until the cows come 
home.  The fact of the matter is that part of the proceeds of the AlintaGas sale was put aside, and unless the 
current Government has run amok with that money, it is still there, waiting for this Government to have the 
courage to go ahead with the purchase.  In the meantime, money has already been spent at Fremantle Hospital.  
We have inspected the works that have been done there.  The hospital has a room that is being used as a store for 
odd bits of spare equipment that are gathering dust.  That is not its intended use.  That room is meant to contain 
the MRI unit that we guaranteed and funded and that the current Labor Government refuses to deliver.  I will 
come to the reasons that we need an MRI unit in Fremantle in just a moment.  However, a matter of great public 
concern and certainly an emotional issue, and rightly so, is the provision of an MRI machine at PMH.  My 
colleague Hon Barbara Scott, who is the opposition spokesperson for children’s interests, will be seeking the call 
shortly to address that matter.   

The Opposition wants MRI diagnostic technology and the benefits it brings to be available to as many patients 
within the health system as possible.  There are realities of supply and economies of scale, and we do not live in 
a world in which we have the resources - technical or material - for an MRI unit to be based in every little hamlet 
throughout the length and breadth of the land.  Nonetheless, we want the units to be in areas in which they will 
service a maximum number of patients.  

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  Why did you put them all into the private sector? 

Hon SIMON O’BRIEN:  Forgive my interjecting, Mr President.  I was under the impression that I had the call. 

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich interjected. 

The PRESIDENT:  Order!  The parliamentary secretary in her eagerness for question time has jumped the gun.  
It is pre-question time.   

Hon SIMON O’BRIEN:  The Fremantle Hospital has been through a process, which was referred to by the 
mover of the motion, in its quest for a magnetic resonance imaging machine.  The provision of that machine was 
guaranteed by the former Liberal Government and money was put aside for it.  This Government will not deliver 
that machine because it does not have the guts to go ahead and do what it should be doing.  Fremantle Hospital is 
a major WA public hospital.  It is a good hospital by 1980s standards, but it must be able to provide a twenty-
first century service.  It needs an MRI machine to provide that sort of comprehensive service.  It is the major 
teaching centre south of the river. 

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  Who put them all in the private hospitals? 

Hon SIMON O’BRIEN:  The parliamentary secretary has had her say.   

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  It is a simple question.  

Hon SIMON O’BRIEN:  She just does not stop, does she?  She does not want the truth to come out. 

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich interjected. 

Hon SIMON O’BRIEN:  Can we stop the clock, Mr President?   

The PRESIDENT:  Order!  The parliamentary secretary will come to order.   

Hon SIMON O’BRIEN:  This Government appears to specialise in not being able to tell us what it is doing for 
the benefit of Western Australians.  All it can do is shout down members when they want to raise matters of 
legitimate concern.  The Fremantle Hospital has a catchment area of more than 400 000 people.  It services a 
wide hinterland beyond Mandurah and down the south coast.  The case for an MRI to be supplied at that location 
was made previously.  The ball is now squarely in the Government’s court.  As I said, my colleague Hon Barbara 
Scott will make a contribution on the need for an MRI machine in Princess Margaret Hospital for Children.   

It is predicted that between 2 000 and 4 000 services per annum would be provided through Fremantle Hospital.  
Budgets have been drawn up at the hospital starting at about $630 000 per annum, less amounts that could be 
recovered from the Commonwealth for the provision of services, with or without a licence. 
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Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  That’s not much good without a licence; people can’t afford it. 

Hon SIMON O’BRIEN:  I will tell the parliamentary secretary how they can and she can tell her stupid minister, 
who obviously does not know, just as she does not know.   

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich interjected. 

The PRESIDENT:  Order!  The parliamentary secretary will come to order. 

Hon SIMON O’BRIEN:  The budget would provide a core service of staff for five days a week, with extended 
staffing for emergency call-outs.  That service would be of major benefit to the people in the Fremantle Hospital 
catchment area. 

On the issue of the recovery of costs, compensable patients include not only in-patients who would be serviced at 
Fremantle Hospital but also patients covered under workers compensation and the Motor Vehicle Insurance 
Trust, armed forces personnel and overseas visitors.  I call on the Minister for Health to have the guts to go 
ahead and use the money to set up the capital equipment, find the money to operate it and worry about the 
licence later.  He could do the same thing for Princess Margaret Hospital.  The children of this State also deserve 
that service in a paediatric setting.  As I said, my colleague will expand on PMH in a moment.   

HON BARBARA SCOTT (South Metropolitan) [4.14 pm]:  I am pleased that Hon Jim Scott raised this issue in 
the Parliament today because it gives members an opportunity to place the truth before our colleagues in this 
House and to highlight a serious issue for consideration by the people of Western Australia.   

Magnetic resonance imaging machines have been described and the number available in Perth is clear.  Under 
the previous Government a number of private licences were granted because the private sector paid for them.  
However, the issue today is the need for an MRI machine to be placed in two major hospitals in Western 
Australia; that is, Fremantle Hospital and the Princess Margaret Hospital for Children.   

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  Why didn’t you place them when you were in government?  I challenge you to answer 
that question. 

Hon Simon O’Brien:  I challenge the parliamentary secretary to do it now.  Stop trying to duck for cover.  You 
are in government but you are ducking for cover all the time.   

Point of Order 

Hon SIMON O’BRIEN:  Mr President, is the gallery involved in this debate also? 

The PRESIDENT:  Order!  There is no point of order.  Hon Barbara Scott is trying to address some remarks to 
the Chair and she will be heard in silence, particularly by the parliamentary secretary.   

Debate Resumed 

Hon BARBARA SCOTT:  Two hospitals in this State require MRI machines and it is within the scope of the 
Government to provide those machines and to fund the running of them.  The previous coalition Government 
promised to allocate a total of $3.2 million to buy and operate a machine in Fremantle Hospital.  Fremantle 
Hospital is the only major public teaching hospital in Western Australia south of the river and it is the only 
general teaching hospital in Western Australia that does not have an MRI scanner.   

I shall read from a letter that I wrote some time ago to the federal Minister for Health and Ageing, Kay Patterson, 
to highlight the fact that Fremantle Hospital services areas south of the river as far as Rockingham, Mandurah, 
Bunbury and Busselton.  As I said, it is a major teaching hospital.  The other two teaching hospitals in Perth have 
MRIs.  The previous State Government had allocated funding to purchase an MRI scanner for Fremantle and the 
hospital now awaits a Medicare licence.  However, in the past week the spotlight has been on Princess Margaret 
Hospital.  I thank Hon Jim Scott for raising this important issue and remind members opposite that the State 
Government could provide a scanner to Princess Margaret Hospital.  As was described earlier, any babies in 
Princess Margaret Hospital requiring the services of an MRI scanner with the required diagnostic techniques to 
search for minute lesions, or whatever else babies may suffer from, must be conducted in a hospital by an 
anaesthetist and a paediatrician.  MRI scans cannot be performed on out-patients.  It is nonsense for the Minister 
for Health and the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Health to continually say that it is the fault of the 
previous Government or the federal Government that Princess Margaret Hospital does not have a scanner 
because it cannot get a Medicare licence.  In-patients do not need to access Medicare coverage.  It is clear that 
any child in Princess Margaret Hospital who requires the services of an MRI scanner can be treated without the 
need for a Medicare licence.   

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich interjected. 

The PRESIDENT:  Order!  The parliamentary secretary will come to order.   
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Hon BARBARA SCOTT:  The Government has a responsibility to the parents and children of this State to 
provide MRI scanners and ancillary funding to run them in Princess Margaret Hospital and Fremantle Hospital, 
the latter being the only major teaching hospital in this State without an MRI scanner.  Mr President, the present 
situation is absolutely scandalous when we consider that $1.9 million and additional funding was promised by 
the previous coalition Government.  Nobody denied it running up to the election.  The Labor Party did not say 
that it would not provide an MRI scanner at Fremantle Hospital.  It was not game enough to say that. 

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  There was no money in the budget.  

Hon BARBARA SCOTT:  The money was there; it was allocated out of the AlintaGas money.  The previous 
Liberal Government promised to cover the capital costs.  The funding was to come from the AlintaGas money.  
The current scandal is that the current waiting lists at the two public hospitals that have MRI units is 
approximately four to six weeks.  The Government of the day has the responsibility to cover that problem, 
especially when young children are involved and when parents are forced to take small babies from one major 
hospital to another.  The parliamentary secretary may go on all afternoon about what the previous Government 
did not do, but it did make a commitment.  

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  You must take some responsibility.   

The PRESIDENT:  Order!  The parliamentary secretary does not have a right of reply in this debate. 

Hon BARBARA SCOTT:  I remind the parliamentary secretary that as technology improves medicine, so too 
does machinery assist technology.  This is relatively new technology, for which the previous Government made 
provision in the other major teaching hospital. 

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  It is not new technology.  

Hon BARBARA SCOTT:  If Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich had any knowledge of magnetic resonance imaging, she 
would know that the latest machines are expensive.  It is modern technology and it is improving all the time.  It 
is not something that doctors use every day.  Reference was made to the Blandford report, which was a federal 
report on Medicare licences.  The Blandford report drew attention to the lack of MRI services at tertiary 
hospitals, yet those hospitals are expected to provide a comprehensive service to their local communities.   

The State Government has an obligation to serve the community of Western Australia by putting its money 
where its mouth is.  For too long, its members have focused their energies and efforts in this Parliament on 
blaming the previous Government.  They are now in government and they need to find some answers.  We have 
a desperate situation in Western Australia not only for our babies and children but also for the many people who 
live in the south metropolitan region who hope to be serviced by Fremantle Hospital and who want access to a 
scanner.  

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  What drove you to put them all into the private hospitals? 

Hon BARBARA SCOTT:  We did not drive those hospitals, because this is a free nation. 

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  That is what it looks like. 

The PRESIDENT:  Order!   

Hon Simon O’Brien:  They did their own thing.  The Government does not decide where the machines go. 

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  This is your policy of “hands-off government”.   

The PRESIDENT:  The interjector will cease!  I give the call to Hon Barbara Scott. 

Hon BARBARA SCOTT:  I refer again to the motion before the House; specifically to that section that asks 
what process is under way to ensure that MRI machines are provided to hospitals that most need the MRI 
technology.  The State Government has a responsibility to its citizens to put a process in place.  Presently there is 
no process.  The parliamentary secretary did not divulge any process to us in her speech.  The State Government 
is doing nothing, other than attempting to push the ball onto the federal Government by saying that the State 
Government cannot cover the process because it does not have a Medicare levy.  That is nonsense.  The State 
Government does not need a Medicare levy to cover the cost of in-patients - the desperate babies at Princess 
Margaret Hospital for Children.  As we heard earlier, magnetic resonance imaging is used in sports and other 
medicine for the sorts of things that people can opt to have done.  If people want to pay $400 or $500 to a private 
operator to have that done, that is fine.  We are talking about sick babies and children who need a scanner to 
determine whether major or minor surgery is necessary.  These are life-threatening situations.  We need a 
magnetic resonance imaging machine. 

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich interjected. 
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The PRESIDENT:  Order!  I ask Hon Barbara Scott to resume her seat.  I warn the parliamentary secretary that if 
she interjects again, I will name her.  She may wish to regain her composure by voluntarily leaving the Chamber.  
I warn the member that I will name her the next time she interjects.  

Hon BARBARA SCOTT:  Thank you, Mr President.  I have petitioned the federal Parliament to seek Medicare 
coverage.  I do not believe that that is the only answer.  The State Government holds the answer.  It has the 
funds.  It has the responsibility to come up with the MRI units for Princess Margaret Hospital and Fremantle 
Hospital. 

HON J.A. SCOTT (South Metropolitan) [4.24 pm]:  I thank members for taking part in this important debate.  
However, I am disappointed by the response from the government bench.  There was little indication of what the 
Government plans to do.  Its plans have nothing to do with whether the previous Government is to blame for 
what happened.  I believe some blame is attached to the previous Government for the Medicare licences that 
were handed out to private hospitals rather than to our big public hospitals.  However, something needs to be 
done now.  We have not heard what the Government will do.  I hope that the parliamentary secretary will find 
that out from the minister and let this House know at some stage.  We want to know whether Princess Margaret 
Hospital for Children and Fremantle Hospital, which are both deserving cases, will be able to access MRI 
machines in the future.  This is important.   

Another important issue is that members on the other side of the House said that the previous Government did 
provide funding.  My understanding of the situation is that the previous Government indicated it would put 
money aside for the machine but that the money was never put aside and did not go into the budget.  I would like 
the parliamentary secretary to check whether that is the case.  The public deserves to know whether money was 
put aside for this machine for Fremantle Hospital.  I note that the amount to be put aside was $1.9 million, which 
would almost have purchased a machine.  However, to install the machine and to set in place all the mechanisms 
needed to operate it would have required almost that amount again.  Opposition members also indicated that an 
allowance had been made for that additional funding.  I am hoping that the parliamentary secretary will come 
back to this House at some stage and let us know whether the previous Government put aside money both to 
purchase the machine and to cover the cost of installation.   

It is not good for members to push the blame backwards and forwards between the current Government and the 
Opposition.  I have not heard Liberal Party members criticise their federal colleagues who come from this State - 
both senators and members of the House of Representatives - who seem to think that it is unimportant to have a 
licence.  State Liberal Party members also seem to think that it is unimportant to have a licence, because a 
licence -  

Hon Barbara Scott:  I read from my letter to show that I had written to them.  

Hon Derrick Tomlinson:  Don’t you recollect that the application was made? 

Hon J.A. SCOTT:  I know that an application was made and that it was knocked back by the federal 
Government. 

Hon Barbara Scott:  That followed the recommendation in the Blandford report.  

Hon J.A. SCOTT:  But the Blandford report suggested that Fremantle was exactly the sort of hospital that should 
get a licence. 

Hon Barbara Scott:  That is why we allocated the money.  

Hon J.A. SCOTT:  That is right, but what I am saying is that the federal Government knocked back that licence 
and said that Western Australia was not deserving of a licence.   

Hon Barbara Scott:  They did not knock it back.  

Hon J.A. SCOTT:  They did knock it back.  

Hon Barbara Scott:  When? 

Hon J.A. SCOTT:  I will provide that information later.  The statement by the executive director, medical at 
Fremantle Hospital states - 

On 24 May 2001 correspondence was received from Michael Moodie, Executive General Manager, 
Finance and Infrastructure, HDWA advising that the Government is currently reviewing it’s Capital 
Works Program and stating that “until such time as this review is complete all initiatives including 
those funded from the Alinta Gas sale monies are not to proceed” and that the procurement for an MRI 
“should not proceed without specific authorisation by the Commissioner of Health”.  The 
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Commissioner of Health has not authorised the completion of the tender process for the MRI Unit at 
Fremantle Hospital. 

Clearly, a decision was made not to pay for that. 

Motion lapsed, pursuant to standing orders. 
 


